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ADVERTISEMENT. 

HE following Remarks were, as to the 

ſubſtance of them, drawn up within a few 
days pms the publication of Mr. s Treatiſe ; 


but «without any intention of printing them at that 
time, when it is conceived not unkkely that the 


wor Id would be of opinion, that it needed no re- 


ply.— But ſomething plauſible appearing in the 
manner of it, and it being thought neceſſary by 
ſome, that the true worth of it ſhould be ſet forth, 
the Author has been induced to review his papers, 


and to give them (contrary to his « own judgment) 
to the ublic. wich ſuch alterations in the manner 


as were Og FIT” for the * purpoſe, 
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OBSERVATIONS 


ON THE 


Remarks on a late Book, &c. 


H E unknown Author of certain Remarks 
| on a Work which I lately offered to the 
ne, as He is well aſſured, this merit, 


Public 
that He is the firſt that has paid his reſpects to me; 
may, even on a preſumption that He has 0 ofher, 


expect a ſuitable return: upon this account 


and that other juſt mentioned I ſhall not difap- 


point him, and hope therefore he will not think _ 


me behind him even in the gallantry of a Con- 


troverſialiſt, when at the ſame time I aſſure him, 
that his piece called Remarks on à late book en- 
titled An Enquiry into the Rejection of the Chriſtian, 
Miracles by the Heathens might; for ought that 


appears to me, almoſt as well be called Remarks 
on his favourite Knight of Mancas a 
If therefore I knew any thing of the Gentle- 
man's character or profeſſion, if at the ſame time 
that He did me the honour of his acquaintance, 


He had either told me his name, or let me known 
where He might be heard of, I ſhould have taken. 
ſome pains to be informed by him, what good 
He intended to produce to religion by ſuch a trea- 
tiſe, and why He would abuſe ſome talents, that 
were proper for the ſupport of it, by employing 


them in ſo ludicrous and ſportive a manner. 
Alt preſent however, to ſhew that I am reſolv- 
ed not to be indebted to him in the leaſt degree 
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full. 
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truth of this obſervation is the 


EX 


. 


1 
of comp natfince, 19 that 


his — were good; and He ſhall have this - | 
advantage of being in the dark in common to ma- 


ny others, that I will not ſpeak evil of one I do 
not know; and will only ſuppoſe that this me- 
thod of anſweting is but one amongſt that 
multitude of miſtakes of which this treatiſe is 


Yet mull I cannot help obſe ving; ( 

the burleſque which belongs not to fa cged things,) 
that either what I had treated of ſo lat y deſery- 
ed a leſs trifling anſwer, or it did not: if it did 
not, why was there any ? If it dd, why was there 
this? on the former ſuf tion my work would 
quickly have expired of it ſelf; on the latter, it 
could receive no diſcredit at all. —| 
To cohvitee the leſs attentive reader of the " of 
Bhi foe here having firſt = | 
53 W v obſer ved to him 
that our — þ is utterly unacquaint- 
r — 
n he has not been able to 
produce Antiquity one ſingle inſtance in 
Kon gag 2 — trite quo 
from Pliny and Tertullian, which ſeem 
ee ge it, are plainly not underſtood by 
he ſeems to have no ſuſpicion of the 
relations; that he has not 
ſo much as heard of any calculation of the ſup ; 
pane woinder of Chuitkans wt-this eine: in J 
world, by many degrees leſs than theſe e $ 
e import; that beſides all this bherenncls ef 4 
freſh matter to ſupport his cauſe, He isas defeftive 


lufive of 


(8) 


and that in ſhort he had neither invention enough | 
to furniſh new arms, nor {kill enough to counterat? 
the old ones; I fay after having firſt obſerved this 
I will further make it all credible in the preſent | 
tract, by ſhewing from many inſtances (what is the 
- principal intent of it) that He had either never read 
at all, or, if He had read, had forgot even the con- 
tents of the work which He pretends to anſwer. 
And when my Adverſary ſees that I have done 
this, (which will not be * in I hope 
He will remit ſomething my want 
.of modeſty, mans quality Gf. 
fer any longer in his opinion: for ſurely it muſt 
be a ſufficient atonement for the fin of declaring 
with an air of ſincerity in a dedication * what 
all writers ought to think, and many have faid ; 
humbly to enter the liſts with rr an Antagoniſt 
as I haye juſt now obſerved, and a1 farther go- 
ing to prove my preſent one to be. 

I make no doubt but this cal bo-& pant 
means of reinſtating me in the good graces of the 
moſt cruel and unrelenting; much more do 1 
expect this from ſo reſpeBhud an Author, as I 
Have now to deal with ; fo that being eaſy in my 
conſcience about the only thing that could hurt 
me, and looking upon my pardon as ſealed and 
confirmed, I 3 chearfully 99" ths 

4 


This was, that 1 had a good opinion of 
what was addreſſed to my Patron; on Which my Ay 
niſt thus candidly obſerves: 2 natural to enq 
into the peculiar merit af a work, that could — its 
© writer with ſuch boaſts, and fill a place. ip at, till now ſa- 

0c cred, to a real or pretended modeſty, with ſueh unuſual 
4 confidence and triumph,” Ty &c. * 2. 
A 2 | 


(4) 


p. 7, It is obſerved, * that it is modeſt in me to 


te reſt in the honour of a new ſolution, when the 
ce objection itſelf is mine; yet that nothing can be 
** more evident, than that there is no difficulty to 
ec be accounted for at all, but, like the Knight of 
* Manca, finding no real objections to encounter, 


** I was reſolved to create imaginary ones, and lo 
converting the next innocent thing I come at 
into a monſter, laid out my whole n and 


force in the combat. 


Now this no difficulty, this i imaginary objec- 
tion, this invented odd appearance of antiquity, 


this ſtrange perplexity about Miracles which the 


moſt ſagacious infidel could never yet find out, 


appears to be the plain and obvious fact which 
follows, (/c.) that great multitudes amongſt the 
: Heathens of every denomination ſaw long with 
indifference, and rejected with ſcorn, a proof of 


our religion that was peculiarly adapted to con- 


vince the moſt incredulous ; that during a three- 


years ſeries of the moſt amazing tranſactions in 


one of the capital cities of the Eaſt, in and near 


which many thouſand Heathens attended upon 


Pilate, not one was converted, or even induced 


to examine the cauſe of Cbhriſt; chat even the pro- 


digies of the Crucifixion, the moſt alarming of 
all the reſt, were looked upon by thoſe that were 


preſent without : any ſuitable. commotion, and by 


thoſe that lived ſome time afterwards were im- 
puted to magic; * Yet that none of theſe things 
were done in a corner, but at Jeruſalem, and 
every part of Judea and Galilee, in cities, in 
25 W in ſynagogues, in n houſes, in the 


| ſtreets, 
* E &e. p. 9. 


(3) 
cc ſtreets, in the high-ways, and in the preſence of - 
* enemies; before Scribes and Phariſees and rulers 
« of ſynagogues, when attended by multitudes, 
« and in a word, before men of all characters“: * 
that exactly agreeable to this conduct of the Pa- 
gans during the miniſtry of Chriſt was their con- 
duct during the miniſtry of the Apoſtles; that 
for ſome years after the death of the former, 
none but Jewiſh proſelytes were converted to the 
faith; that many eminent ſigns and wonders were 
brought to paſs by the Apoſtles and primitive 
Chriſtians in the moſt flouriſhing cities of the 
Heathens, and even in the capital of the world, 
for the moſt part without any notice of them at 
all; that if by chance any notice was taken of 
them, it was in a manner careleſs and neglect- 
ful, and altogether unworthy of ſuch important 
events; and that in ſhort, there was ſo great and 
. fo profound a contempt of the Chriſtian affairs 
prevailing for many years through the whole 
Heathen world, that ſome generations had paſſed 
away, and ſome ſhocks had been given by this 
religion to the Roman Empire, before the wiſeſt 
amongſt them knew any thing of the hiſtory of 
_ Chriſt, or could rightly pronounce his name. * 
And here I will not return the low buffoonery 
of Quixot Parallels on my adverſary, not becauſe 
His conduct does not deſerve it, but becauſe it is 
really ſuch a one, as foils the alluſion, and which 
no Romance can come up to: neither will T accuſe. 
him of any unfair arts or mean diſſimulation, in 
* Lardner”'s Credibility of the Goſpel Hit. 2. Introd. 
2 Enquiry, &c. p. 76 4 alibi. 6 


CORES 


from the friend 75 the Goſpel, that all ꝓroper 


evidence is to be fetched: in the 4th place, theſe 


(6) 


-altering or concealing the real ate of the queſtion, 


becauſe there is another reaſon ready, which is, 


that He neither conſidered nor underſtood it. 


This will be ſeen yet clearer as we go along. 
p. 10. He has theſe — For — the 


* utmoſt weight and force to the ſeveral teſti- 


*« monies I have put together, the whole amount 
« of their evidence is this: that a few particu- 
« lar Perſons, many of them under inveterate 
« prejudices to Chriſtiani * nay but a low 
* opinion of Miracles wi ich knew to be 
« falſe, or of certain real ones which they did 
« not believe.” 

Certainly no evidence was ever ſummed up 
like this in the moſt dark or proſtitute times; and 
we may fairly preſume, that innocence itſelf 


could not eſcape, if it was to be tried by ſo tor- 


tured or miſtaken a rule: for in the 11t place, 
theſe few particular perſons happen to be whole 


ſes of e Lawgzvers, and thinking 


men of every kind: in the ad place, there are 


but three perſons who can anſwer his deſcription 
of being under inveterate prejudices to Chriſtiani 


ty: in the 3d place, if there were more, it is 


nothing to the purpoſe; . fince it is from theſe, not 


Enemies of Chriſtianity do not ſpeak ill only of 


the Chriſtian Miracles, but all others: and in the 


laſt place, it was abundantly ſhewn of the Hea- 
thens in general, not that, as He ſays, they di- 
vided Miracles into two ſorts, ſome of which they 


knew to be falſe, and the reſt they diſbelieved 
_ true; but chat they ur tenſes no 


trouble 


_—_ 
_ 


(2) 
frouble about the examination into any Miracles at 
all ; partly becauſe from the great variety of im- 

fitions of this kind they looked upon them as 
vain ; partly becauſe, when they had reaſon to 
think them real, they had invented ſuch ſyſtems 
as made them of little effect. 

The whole of what was advanced was thus 
ſummed up in the cloſe of the 8th chapter; which 
would have ſhewn at the leaſt the moſt incurious 
exatniner what was the concluſion He ought to 
have made. 

In ſhort, divide or unite the Antients as you 
j pleaſe, give them fabulous, or civil, or philoſo- 
e phical ſyſtems, yet no ſupport in any of them 
der Miracles is left : the whole Pagan world 
< affords not a fpot, on which a high opinion of 

them can reſt, ſince the powers of Heatheniſm 
ere combined againſt them, and with one part 
I Sie malt for ever be thought common with 
the other, they muſt be thought vain. | 

| An exordium like this wwe know is not only for 
_ but muſt neceſſarily be 
ible for any one to m 
which He has no idea; 
muſt 1 not T therefine wonder to find him Mill >: 
ceeding in the ſame erroneous manner He ſet out: 
3 W e ont 
iſts, piqued, as they were, at the re- 
Moos: ra of the Indian Miracles, and yet in 
„ Heck confeſſing their eſteem of them by 
e pretending to work ſuch themſelves, can 
<< theſe witneſſes be thought * the leaſt 
5 credit * 


The 


(8) 
The eſteem they confeſſed for Miracles was 
| ſhewn by me * to be this: after having. firſt 
aſſured Apollonius, that they laughed at all the 
wonders he pretended were done in India, and 
that in general they were of no ſervice to the 
cauſe of truth; they told him, that they had 
the' power 'of working Miracles as well as many 
others, if that could be of any uſe, and imme- 
diately to give him a ſpecimen of it, they order- 
ed an Elm to ſpeak, and then proceeded to more 
important things.—Now if this eſteem of Mira- 
cles be not the higheſt contempt of them that ean 
well be imagined, I am willing to give up the 
whole queſtion, even to an Author that can in- 
terpret me thus. And if I might be thought im- 
partial enough to give my advice on this occaſion, 
1 ſhould think it beſt for my adverſary. to take 
me at my word, and try to regain his reputation, 
by riſquing all on a ſingle point, which He may 
poſſibly have patience enough to examine. By 
this means He will meet with none of thoſe rude 
encounters which may be ſhocking to one of his 
delicate turn, and will avoid all thoſe painful and 
laborious reſearches, which ſeem to ſuit not with 
his ſtudies, his parts, or diſpoſition, . 
P. 67.'T had ſhewn that ſome of the Fathers 
were tinctured with this evil principle of Hea- 
theniſm, and ſpoke of Miracles with much leſs Þ# 
reverence than they ought ; particularly that 
St. Ferom* thought them of no great importance, 


* Enquiry &c. p. 62. Fo r 
lf Porphyry ſpeaks in the place I have quoted it will 
make no difference in what I. ſay of St. Jerom, and there- 
fore I {till make uſe of his authority; till ſome future ek, 
| OM aminers 


5 „ 3 
and Lactantius held them an inſignificant proof of 4 
Chriſtianity without the confirmation of prophecy. — 
I To this our Author replies with his uſual care- 
leſſneſs thus: * But the cauſe is growing ſtill 
XZ © more deſperate, for are the Chriſtian Apolo- 
e giſts to be charged with this evil principle, and 
that only for maintaining in their occaſional. 
X < diſputes with the Heathens, what the ableſt 
« Divines have ever done, and ftill continue to 
ce maintain, the inſufficiency of Miracles alone, 
and if taken by themſelves, to eſtabliſh the di- 
vinity of any revelation? an opinion founded, 
bas it ſhould ſeem, on the expreſs teſtimony of 
3 © Feſus Chriſt” * We . 
I ̃ be beſt good luck that my Adverſary can 
poſſibly expect here is to miſunderſtand me as 
uſual; otherwiſe he will miſunderſtand the whole 
2X Chriſtian world. The train of theſe reflexions of 
the Fathers juſt mentioned neceſſarily ſuppoſes 
them to mean that miracles with the doctrine 
were not ſufficient to eſtabliſh the truth of a. 
XZ revelation ; without this there is no ſenſe in the 
X reaſoning of Lactantius, who ſuppoſes that our 
religion is a good one, and yet could not be con- 
firmed without prophecy; and no ſenſe in the 
aſſertion of Jerom, who ſuppoſes the ſame thing 
as Lactantius, and yet that Chriſtianity could not 
be confirmed without the blood of thc Apoſtles. 

Ik therefore our Author aſſerts the fame, He 
N eertainly onght to have known not only that this 
miner of a different caſt from my preſent one, and more 
likely to ſearch into the real ſtate of things, ſhall give ſome 
reaſons why I ought not. 5 

* Remarks &c. p. 15. 


4 


B 


10 
is a doctrine which the ableſt Divines never main- 
tain; but that if they did, it muſt end not in the 
ſupport, but confuſion of Chriſtianity, _ 

I need not inform him here that Prophecy is 
but another ſpecies of Miracle, and built on the 
fame foundation; nor that it is altogether an un- 
neceſſary confirmation of the Goſpel, if it was 
not ; nor need I take any pains to ſhew farther, 
that the ſo much talked of diſtinction of Mira- 
cles alone, and Miracles with the doctrine, muſt 
be looked upon as one and the fame proof, as in 
the end recurring to one and the fame thing in the 
religion we admit: I ſay, I need not inſiſt on theſe 
things to him, becauſe He is here placed in ſuch 
an unfortunate ſituation, that no explication even 
of his own can deliver him. — If he means, that 
the-fenſe of the teſtimonies here quoted is only 
what our Saviour ſo often intimates, that Miracles. 
without the doctrine are not a ſufficient proof of 
revelation ; this is falſe in regard to the Fathers, and 
no anſwer to me; but if He means that with the 
doctrine they are ſtill thought inſufficient both by 
antient and modern Chriſtians, this I am perſuaded 
upon recollection He muſt find to be an error, 
that he will not defend. 133 
But putting the moſt favourable conſtruction on 
his words, let us ſee how He proceeds: © If this 
« opinion of the Fathers, ſays he, was falſe, which 
has not been made appear, it was excuſeable 
, enough in their ſituation, when real Miracles 
were owned to be in the power of evil Spirits; 
or when at leaſt the general eee of this 

« perſuaſion amongſt their Heathen adverſaries 


mm ae 
ce might render it expedient for the Chriſtian 
« writers to argue on the conceſſion of it.. 

As the ſagacious Reader muſt of himſelf have 
diſcovered from what has been already faid of this 
argument, that there is no hope left of it's com- 
ing to a fortunate iſſue; ſo it may be almoſt need- 

leſs to inform him, that the former part of this 
propoſition is all I want, and the latter it is im- 
poſſible to ſupport. =. | xl On 
It may not be now improper to take a view of 
our Author's ſurpriſing dexterity in getting clear 
of the preſent perplexity: it may be reduced, on 
the whole, to three painful efforts to bring the 
Fathers over to his fide, and gain one embrace of 
| thoſe venerable Sages, which all like the Shade of 
Creuſa, on a ſomewhat ſimilar occaſion, have three 
times eluded his graſp, and vaniſhed into air: 
Ter conatus ibi collo dare brachia circum, 
Ter fruſtra comprenſa manus effugit imago, 
; Par levibus veutis, volucrique fimillima ſomno. 
When He endeavoured to ſhew, or rather when 
He took pains to aſſert, that they meant no 
more by theſe expreſſions, than what our Saviour 
does by his, that falſe Prophets ſhould ariſe and 
perform many wonderful works, we have already 
ſeen that their words cannot bend to any ſuch in- 
terpretation: —when He ſays farther, that they 
really admitted the exiſtence of evil Spirits, and 
their power of working Miracles, this is one of 
the fatal ſources of the contempt of Miracles, and 
is all that I myſelf think neceſſary to make the 
Fathers ſpeak of them as they do: and when He 
obſerves laſtly, that the Fathers had not this 

0 B 2 _ 

Kuma bs &c. p. 18, | | 


612 

| opinion themſelves, but thought it expedient ta 
| from the power of Demons, as being ge- 
88 acknowledged by their adverfaries, this, I 
will be bold to ſay, is the moſt flagrant contra- 
dition to all the accounts of things at that time 
of the world. 

So that the ſum of this reaſoning in any light Y 
that it can be put, muſt be vain: Turn it on 
all ſides, and let it change its ſhapes like a Proteus, 
yet there is no relief in any of them for this ex- 
treme diſtreſs: on one ſuppoſition it is contra- 
dictory to the very teſtimonies that ſhould ſup- 

port it: — on the other indeed it is true, but not 
to the purpoſe: and on the other again to the 


1 but not true. 


Heis uti off Ajax? ubi nunc ingentia ma 
Verba viri? | "s . 


P. 11. are theſe wandss|: gs Lay, the account 
 & Herodotus gives us is ſo much to the credit 
of Arifteas's Miracles, that one cannot imagine 
2 how the Writer ſhould think it is to his pur- 
0 poſe to refer to him, For He was indeed 
delivering the popular hiſtory of Arifteas, and 
„ therefore did, as might be expected, repreſent | 
t him not only as a Worker of Miracles, but as 
1 much reverenced and eſteemed for them. This 
He atteſts upon his own knowledge of ſeveral 
te cities; all concurring in the firm belief of his 
1 = Miracles, and one of them in particular tranſ- Þ 
E t ported by ſo religious a veneration of him, as 
| 0 to erect a ſtatue to his memory. And again, 1 
, Famblichus even goes ſo far in ſpeaking of the 
by 8 fondneſs for Miracles, as to aſſure 
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« ys, - that they were conceived .to 2 the 
t 


3% Divinity of their Authors, and by means 

" un give a ſanction to their opinions and doc- 
« tries. 

I have heard that it is a cuſtom with ſome 

le to anſwer books which they had never 

read, but I never believed it till now : my adver- 

fary brings againſt me here two trifling objec- 


tions, without knowing that I had brought and 
confuted much greater of the ſame kind againſt 


myſelf. I muſt refer him therefore for anſwer, 
to that part of the 8th chapter, where the con- 
duct of the Lycaonians to St. Paul and Barnabas is 
conſidered at large; where having introduced a 
great variety of perſons, not ſuch as had only 
a ſtatue erected to them, or were thought to re- 
ceive their doctrines from: a God, but ſuch as 


were actually made Gods themſelves; and hav- 


ing ſhewn that Sgfpatra was in this number for 
the gift of fortune-telling, and all the others for 

=o more trifling accompliſhments, than that 
of working Miracles ; the whole concludes thus: 
_ * But Sofpatra, it may be ſaid, was a Prophe- 


e teſs, and Eunapius a Rhetorician: the one had 


te ſome claim to ſupernatural knowledge, and the 
te other encreaſed it an hundred fold. Well then, 


_ & what was Demetrius, and what was Athens? the 


te one a looſe and profligate Warrior, the other a 


e wiſe and poliſhed State: yet the State decreed, 


e and the Warrior accepted the Marriage with Mi- 
< zerva, the temple, and the altar. But Demetrius 


* had merit, and the Athenians had gratitude: Who 


& can deny that? but of what uſe is this in the pre- 
5 ſent ent caſe? ? and what has the merit of a Man ta 


** do 


it: and the dart He has drawn forth from the 


(14) 
do with the dignity of a God? yet ſuppoſe it has, 


«what was Burth:ichus, and what was Oxythemis? 
*« what was Euthymus, and what was Hepheſtion? 
« what was Antinous, and what was Claudius? what 
*« was Caligula, and what was Nero? in ſhort, what 
* were Wreſtlers, and Pimps, and Pathics? what a 
* race of T yrants and Monſters given up and aband- 
* oned to every crime? * (HED 
An Author of leſs fiercenefs and more mercy 
than our's, having gained ſuch an advantage over 
his adverſary, and as it were reduced him to ex- 
tremities, would have had ſome pity on his diſ- 
treſs ; but He purſues his blow with unrelentin 
rage, and is reſolved to hang to view all that 
vaſt and terrible ſtore of artillery which enabled 
him to bring about ſo ſwift a deſtruction. © People 
* conceive (ſays Famblichus) that Miracles add a 
s credit and authority to their doctrines, that the 
_ « Author of them was a God; and therefore to 
e the queſtion, who was Pyrbagoras? their anſwer 
« was, the Hyperborean Apollo, and in proof of 
this, they alledge the Miracle of the golden 
„ thigh: and yet fays the inquirer, Pythagoras 
* was not much more eſteemed for his thigh of 
gold, than one of fleſh.” © What pity is it, that 
*© the wit of this antitheſis could be no better ſup- 
*« ported*””?* But as little ſupported as it is, it would 
have not been the worſe for this writer, if it had 
been leſs; for at preſent He is not able to diſſolve 


dreadful armoury juſt mentioned is not only like 

that from the feeble hand of Pram 
Telum imbelle, fine ictu; 19 OgE 

© ® Enquiry, &c. p. 299. > Remarks &c. p.11. 


„ 
but has this diſadvantage in common with all his 
other weapons, that it was blunted before it was 
thrown; I have already ſhewn, that there was ſuch 
a contempt of this golden thigh as a Miracle, and 
even ſuch diſputes about it as to its meaningamongſt 
the Heathens themſelves, that I never expected 
bereafter to hive ſeen it made uſe of again: But 
3 what will not deſpair and a /inking cauſe lay hold of ? 
P.23.. is this curious Remark. * A writer ſo 
ce ſkilled in the workings of Superſtition, and 
who appears to have taken great pains to 
e mto 2 corners of E ak ab 
e know, that the paſſion for wonder is a foible 
too intimately connected with our nature to be 
e thus eaſily drawn out of it. „ 
The compliment here beſtowed on me is as 
odd as the inſult, and both ariſe as uſual from the 
ignorance of a work neither conſidered nor read: 
for as there is nothing in that work, which diſ- 
covers any extraordinary {kill in the general foi- 
bles of human nature; ſo the want of it in re- 
gard to the particular foible He mentions is 
moſt abſurdly imputed to one, who has made 
uſe of it in almoſt every chapter, VVV 
One inſtance of this will be enough to bring 
here. VE oe 
| > « Add to this another very great and ſub- 
3X © ftantial fund of theſe prodigies, which the paſſion 
for the marvellousin the human breaſt can create; 
to which paſſion both Poets and Hiſtorians have 
ſometimes entirely facrificed the truth of things, 
and at other times have joined to it ſuch an en- 
i 1 . « creaſe 
» Enquiry, &C. p. 84. * Enquiry, &c. p.132. - 


(16) 


tt creaſe of the wonderful, as if they choſe aber 
eto aſtoniſh, than to inform the Hin. 
And after this it is ſhewn, that this obſtinate' 
paſſion was ſo hard to be eradicated, that it till 
prevailed, even under the light of the Goſpel.* _ 
It will be ex now from the Author's 
confident and magiſterial manner of making this 
Remark, that he had ſome notable uſe to make 
of it; And we are not diſa e — the ap- 
plication of it is much of the ſame ſtamp with 
the invention; and He has juſt as much reaſon 
to pique himſelf on one as the other. 
He argues from it as follows; * that as this 
e paſſion was ſo intimately connected with our 
* nature; it would frequently ee us from 
* making the right uſe of all the im poſtures that 
e were diſcovered : and that the hiſtory of man- 
* kind gives the ſtrongeſt confirmation of this 
« in relating, as it does, notwithſtanding the pre- 
c ſumed effect of ſuch diſcoveries, the very ready 
reception which Miracles have ever met witli. 
Ihe truth is, the Inquirer might as well have 
« ſet himſelf to prove the vanity of the Popiſh 
< pretenſion to Miracles, and then have inferred 
<* from the frequent detection of impoſtors a- 
e mongſt them, that therefore the Papiſts cannot 
« but have a low opinion of Miracles: this, I fay, 
had been as logically inferred, and yet I believe 
** the next Traveller from Rome Ge. would in- 
* fallibly ſpoil his argument, and confute his con- 


« cluſion.? 
I thought 1 had carried this amen as — 


= oth would go ( for the Reader muſt know that 1 


ne” | : Was 
5 | eee tes p. 133. i * Remarks &c. Pp. 2%, | ; 


C9} 
was not only acquainted with, but made uſe of it) 
in the Chapter of Oracles, where I have ſhewn 
that nothing but this foible of the human heart 
could have kept up their reputation at all; and 
where I have rather employed it to fave ſome of 
theſe Oracles from that general deſtruction which 
otherwiſe the frequent detection of them muſt 
occaſion, than to obſerve with this Writer, which 
is utterly incredible, that it would not make them 
fink in the general eſteem. = 

So far from having the leaſt apprehenſions of 
this, the Catholic Writers themſelves, who main- 
tained that Oracles were owing to the influence 
of Dæmons and not to the colluſion of Prieſts, 
| aſſerted that it was impoſſible on the latter ſup- 

fition, that the variety of diſcoveries ſhould not 
abſolutely ruin them: in anſwer to this objection 
was this remark introduced ; and the true con- 
cluſion from it ſeems to be, that though ſome 
Miracles would be ſtill admitted, yet upon the 
whole they would be held in much leſs repute. 

The exact degree indeed of credit which Mi- 
racles would loſe by this means cannot be cafily 
aſcertained, eſpecially when other things mingled 
themſelves with this conſideration ; yet in ſome 
caſes we know, as in that of the Proteſtants with 
reſpect to the Catholics, they would loſe it alto- 
gether; for excluſive of our ſeparate eſtabliſh- 
ments, our principal reaſon for the diſbelief of all 
the Popiſh Miracles is this; and it is very obvious 
_ to obſerve, that if we take away this conſideration, 
the Catholics would have more to lay for the truth 


of them than we can readily anſwer. | 
- 5 


\ 


(8 ) 


And though notwithſtanding this my Adverſary 
thinks it neceſſary to enquire of the b next Traveller 
that comes from Rome or any other part of taly, 
what opinion they have of the Miracles wrought 
in that country; yet I ſhall not go upon any ſuch | 
idle errand; for though this may be a way of 
| coming at truth which may be altogether ſuffi- 
i cient for ſuch a careleſs ſearcher after it as himſelf, 
= it certainly can be but of little uſe in the deter- 
= mination of the preſent point : in all probability 
1H the thinking men there believe nothing of the 
is matter, and the vulgar never think at all. But all 
| talk of this nature can be but empty and imper- 
tinent harrangue, when we can be better informed 
from what daily happens before our eyes. There 
(| never was any thing wonderful in the world, but 
| it inſenſible ſunk in our eſteem, as the nakedneſs 
of it was diſcovered; and if our Remarker can 
i give any better reaſon than this for the low opi- 
[1 nion the preſent age entertains of many ſorts of 
- Divination, Witchcraft, and Apparitions, let him 
ſpeak, and it ſhall be owned with all poſſible in- 
= . genuity that for once He will ſpeak to the purpoſe, 
| And now what ſhall we fay to this double 
ſpecimen of our Author's ignorance, which yet 
i may be ſo happy to ſerve him with the unthinking 
| as a double ſpecimen of his {kill ? To turn a man's 
Wh artillery againſt him either in real or litterary war, 
| is generally looked upon as the moſt conſummate 
* piece of art; but what is it to this, if it ſuc- 
ceeds? For firſt, to inſult a man for not having 
a common remark, of which his book is full :— 
| then 


: 2 Remarks &c. p. 27. e Remarks &c. p. 24. 
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then to vindicate this common remark with a 
_ conſcious pride as his own :—then to apply it in 
the ſame manner with myſelf: — then to draw 
a concluſion from it, not only contrary to my 
doctrine, but to the univerſal experience of every 
age :—and laſtly, to march off with ſuch peculiar 
honours, with impunity or applauſe, is furely a 
conduct ſo every way meritorious, as to deſerve 
a return of much greater compliments and con- 
gratulations than ſuch a plain man as I can 
beſtow. | 
But if I cannot return them here, how will 
the debt increaſe on me as I proceed? nay the 
very next remark will abſolutely make me a 
Bankrupt, and force me to throw myſelf on his 
generoſity. | 
On the head of Magic I had obſerved that it 
was of two ſorts, the Jezpyiz, and the vonreiæ; the 
former of which was held in ſome repute, the latter 
in deteſtation; but that from both of them ſuch 
an infinity of Miracles were thought to proceed 
as muſt neceſſary contribute to ſink the credit of 
them in general; and on this account it was that 
the Heathens ſo frequently impute all the moſt 
aſtoniſhing wonders wrought in confirmation of 
the Goſpel to this ridiculous cauſe. Ch, 8, 
To this it is replyed, that though it might 

ce be admitted to be a tolerable reaſon for the re- 
« jection of ſome Pagan Miracles, it does not we 

c ſee at all affect the Chriſtian; which only are 
* or ought to be the concern of his book, So 
« that the argument fairly ſtated confutes itſelf. 


| ® Remarks &c. p. 25. 


(20; } 

"© For it ſtands thus: the Heathens conceived 
many miraculous appearances produced for ſome 
** trifling and noxious purpoſes to be in the power 
g of certain Perſons acting under the power of bad 
% Dzmons ;* and by the means of certain magical 
<* and Superſtitious rites ; — therefore they of ne- 
_ © ceſſity entertained a low opinion of all Miracles, 
« though wrought by Perſons claiming their power 
© and pretenſions from God himſelf, for purpoſes 
* © the moſt momentous and benevolent, and with- 
te out the interpoſition of any ſacrifical or ſuper- 
* Jitious rites”, 5 
This whole paſſage is fo groſsly and palpably 
erroneous above all that have yet been produced, 
that I ſhall leave it with the moſt careleſs Reader to 
diſcover the difference between his concluſion and 
mine, It ought not however here to paſs unobſer- 
ved, that as it is not the cuſtom with our Author to 
commit blunders by halves; ſo we may be ſure 
He would not do it in the very capitable one of 
all his performance. Accordingly we find that 
after arguing acutely for He knows not what "oy 
contending fiercely with He knows not whom ; 
and triumphing inſolently He knows not why, 
He is reſolved to ſeek for ſome foreign aſſiſtance 

to make his victory compleat. 8 8 
Now as this ſort of aid is a very rare thing 
with my Adverſary, the curious Reader will ima- 
2 T have faid bad Demons, for Miracles wrought by the 
aſſiſtance of good Demons, were, as the Inquirer obſerves, in 
great repute. (though I ſay not this, it may be allowed.) 

For this was the difference between the Miracles of Chriſt 
and Magicians, Remarks &c. p. 25. z 


„ 

gine that He had ſome extraordinary reaſon for 
calling it in; and probably he may think fo ſtill; 
when He knows that this reaſon is much of the 
ſame nature with all the reſt; and that, as in 
many other places where theſe authorities were 
wanting, He has not brought them; ſo here He 
has brought them where they are not wanted. 
 — The truth of the whole matter is, that He 
has quoted two teſtimonies from Arnobius exactly 
of the ſame import with what I had quoted from 
Euſebius, and ſeems neither to have any remem- 
brance of that authority in particular, nor any 
notion of the conſequences I had deduced from 

Magic in general. 5 
But quite unconſcious of the confuſion He is here 
making, he proceeds in it thus, But this is not all: 
e learn from the hiſtory of the propagation of 
<« Chriſtianity, that in certain places (and who 
<* can doubt in all where the pretended powers of 
« Magic were oppoſed to the genuin workings 
ce of the Spirit of God?) ſuch methods were uſed 
* by Chriſt and his Apoſtles, as were ſufficient to 
c manifeſt the difference of their Miracles from 
© thoſe of the Magicians, and to aſſert the divinity 
ce of their miſſion in the very judgement of the 
« Magicians themſelves.*. And this as it ſeems al- 
ce ways with ſuch illuſtrious evidence as to render 
te jt inexcuſeable in thoſe, who had the oppor- 
ce tunity of ſeeing and examining the difference, 
e to remain unſatisfied of it. For I cannot but 
think it worth the Inquirer's regard, though no 
e novelty, that the Heathen charge of Magic 
| BE i Was 
e Acit c. 8. Chap. 19. Remarks &c. p. 25. 


( 22 } 


te was but in other words the Jewiſh accuſation 
e of Beelzebub; either of them the genuine reſult 
te of pure unallayed malice, and concerning which 
e our Saviour's determination is well known. 
The Reader is now ſo uſed to our Author's 
manner, that He muſt not wonder to find him 
here diſputing earneſtly againſt me on a point in 
which we are agreed, and on which J have long 
ago made much the fame obſervations, They are 1 
as follow. 1 
* © Tt has before been objected, and that very 
« juſtly, that the Miracles of Chriſt were fo power- 
<« ful and convincing in their nature, that no one 
ce could eaſily reject them after due examination; 
e and though the Heathens indeed by reaſon of 
te their prejudices were not diſpoſed to examine 
ce them, yet are they altogether excuſeable on that 
te account? Was there nothing more alarming in 
te the real Miracles of Chriſt, than the pretended . 
te ones of their Impoſtors? and were not the pro- | 
ce digies of the Crucifixion of a more aſtoniſhing | 
ec nature than the unmeaning ones of Livy? did 
< the credit of them reſt on the ſame foundation? 
ce and were the people that wrought them equally 
ce to be truſted? Was there no difference between 
ct wonder-working Hypocrites, who lived bydeceit, 
Le and flouriſhed by impoſture, and ſuch prudent 
e and holy perſons, as chearfully paſſed through | 
e the calamities of life, and boldly ſubmitting to 
« an untimely death for the ſincerity of their 
opinions??? VV 


| 


\ 


” #3 ] 

I have been repreſented by this Writer as king 
delight in combating ſhadows, which might be 
a good circumſtance in regard to him who has 
given me nothing elſe to encounter, But if He 
really was under this perſwaſion, yet He ſhould 
at the ſame time have conſidered that ſuch a ſmart 
reproof as his might poſſibly bring me to my 
ſenſes, and if it did, there could be no ground of 
contention left between us. This is more notori- 
ouſly the caſe here; profiting as becomes me by 
ſuch excellent inſtruction, and diveſting my ſelf 


of all fondneſs for anſwering imaginary objections 


I quietly paſs over this; and only beg leave to 
remind the Reader on this occaſion, what I may 
with great juſtice, that if the obſervation of this 
Writer may not with the ſtricteſt propriety be 
retorted on him, that 


-fruſtra ferro Seibert umbras : 
it is a pure inyention of the Poet, and there is no 


ſuch thing in nature, 


But He is now coming to my concluſion, the 


deſign of which He allows to be ſomething ex- 


traordinary; and He is reſolved, it ſeems, that his 
obſervation ſhall equal it: it 1s as follows. The 
ce concluſion is to ſhew us, that his whole force 
* was not ſpent in this weariſome enquiry, but 
* that, was He diſpoſed for it, He could go on 
* to anſwer other objections againſt Miracles, and 
ce our common Chriſtianity, which had been al- 
ce ready confuted to his hands, For having ſhewn 
«us 2 He could not do with an argument 


<« of his own, He was willing, it ſeems, to ſhew 
| | dus 


(24) 
ce us what He could do with thoſe of other Writers; 
e for which meritorious ſervice He has wy com- 
< pliments and con gratulations: : 


ce Labore alieno magno par tam gleriam 
« Verbis ſepe in ſe * qu ſal habet 
4 Quod i in te .* 


One may be almoſt ſure from what has been al- 
ready faid that this Author will never arrive at 
that art which He compliments me with here ; 
for in order to make uſe of other people's argu- 
ments, it is firſt neceſſary that He ſhould under- 
ſtand them; and it was more eſpecially neceſſary 
in this place that the keenneſs of his reproach 
might at leaſt have ſome ſupport, when his rea- 
ſoning has none: but neither wit nor argument 
can ever ſucceed when they are pointed at random, 
and have no proper direction; for it happens here 
as unluckily as it has done every where elſe, that 


inſtead of ſhewing, as He ſays, what 1 could do | 


with the arguments of other Writers, I have been 
ſhewing what I could not do; for thus the whole 
aſſage referred to, concludes. 

But as all theſe: arguments anda thouſand athers 
Hof the like nature could never give us a perfect 
< view of ſo grand and complex an event as the 
6 propriety of time for a divine revelation, and con- 
« yince us that it was right; ſo neither could as 
many arguments of a contrary nature give us a 

«« perfect view of its impropriety, and convince us 
te that it was wrong: and the principal uſe that 
"09 both of them can be of is to make us modeſt in 

** our 
' ® Remarks &c. p- 27. 


SW. © 
© 6ur judgements, and diffident in our determina- 
te tionsz to convince us that we ought not too cu- 

ce riouſly toenquire into the reaſons of Chriſt's com- 
ce ing at this particular ſeaſon, nor impatiently com- 
te plain that though mankind was to be redeemed, 
te yet their redemption was defered above four- 
te thouſand years: — to make us ſatisfied in ſhort 
te with what ought to ſatisfyevery rational creature, 
TELE] the ſtrong aſſurance that God is a God of 


e thoſe perfections that He can never do atniſs; and 


© that his infinite wiſdom will be ſure to find out 
ce the moſt effectual method of communicating that 
e happineſs which his infinite goodneſs ordained.* 
But what ! after all it awill be aſked, Is there tt 
art in what the ingenious writer has advanced on 
this ſubjeft? Is this the only piece of controverſy 


that is all blunder and no chicanery ? and in par- 


ticular is his ſly and deſigning examination of the 
evidence, concurring, as it ſhould ſeem, to raiſe 


the pagan opinion 0 Miracles, utterly without all 


farce and meaning? 


This is no where faid, and the contrary of it I 


am now ready to affirm. Far to do the writer juſ- 


tice it is upon the bajis of a good old method of 
controverſy that this wondrous performance was 
erected: a few obſervations pill let us know what 
it was. * 3 8 | EO. 
In ſpeaking of Pilates and Gallios negle& of 
Miracles He ſays, Is it ſtrange that the Roman 
«© Præfects were not the immediate converts of 
& Jeſus and Paul, on account of the wonders ſaid 
eto have been done by them In regard to the 

|  D « Heathen 

* Enquiry &c. p. 416. a Remarks, p. 29. 


. (26) 
Heathen neglect of Py:hagoras's Miracles He ſays, 
Is it remarkable that the Miracles of one im- 
F poſtor are not ſpoken of with much eſteem by 
«© writers who were not delivering the popular 
opinion concerning him, and who had plainly 
* too much ſenſe to believe them themſelves? p. 1 1. 
An relation to the like conduct in Hierocles, 
Ceſſus, and Julian, He obſerves, © We can ſcarce 


think the inquirer ſerious, when he would urge 


ee the: teſtimony of theſe avowed and virulent 
<< oppoſers of Chriſtianity, as an evidence of a 
general contempt of Miracles in the Heathen 
„ World. p. 14 — In reſpect to the ſame beha- 
_ viour in whole ſects of Philoſophers He fays, 
«© Is the opinion of a few atheiſtical ſpeculatiſts, 
< and perhaps' one or two of better fame of the 
<« leaſt weight in deciding this matter, eſpecially 
«© when it is plain from the very paſlage refered 


* 


<« to that they ſaw through the impoſtures of 


« Heathen Miracles, and rejected them meerly 
£ on that account? 14 - As to the Sages of E- 
gypt, whom we have juſt now ſeen deſpiſing 
Miracles to the laſt degree; He ſays, Can theſe 
© witneſſes deſerve the leaſt credit? p. 15. — And 
as to the ſame reflections of Apollontus, He in- 
ſults thus, Above all is the wonder-working 
„ Apolloninus brought in to diſclaim Miracles, and 
ce this too in a paſſage intended only to expreſs 
« his contempt of ſome fooleries in witchcraft ? 
As to the teſtimony of the Fathers, we have 
juſt now ſeen how He has weakened it: and 
as to the teſtimony of St. Paul, though the in- 
« terpretation I have given of it be — 
45 | | | | cc 
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* 


* 


1 


te by good writers, 2 it may bear another * fan- 
e ciful ſenſe, and if it may it . -p. 12. 
From ſuch reflections as theſe on the writings 


of the Heathens He proceeds to the fame reflec- 


tions on their ſituation : p. 234.—* Allowing me 


© to have proved the vanity of the Heathen pre- 


bo: tenſions 


That this is the mildeſt epithet that can be beſtowed on 
this interpretation may be ſhewed at large at ſome more pro- 
per time; I ſhall here only obſerve, that our Author's evil 
8 purſues him hard even in the only thing about which 

e ſcems to have taken any pains; that He is as unſuceſs- 
ful here at borrowing as He was before at interpreting; and 
that He has farther contrived (as it were on purpoſe to ſet 
himſelf in every advantagious point of light) to ſhew that 
He was as unable to ſtrengthen an obſervation with argu- 


ment, as to ſelect it with judgment; otherwiſe ſure He ne- 
ver would at firſt have taken up with the ſlender ſuſpicion 


of a certain modern, and then have come ſo poorly provided 


with any proper ſupports for it, as not to know that the 


very reading of this wwhimſey is diſputed, and that oypeia, 
and not onpior, miracula and not ſignum are in the very beſt 
manuſcripts, -the very beſt tranſlations and the very beſt 
writers of all antiquity. | | © 
Nay ſo far from coming with any proper ſupports for the 
defence of this opinion, He has according to cuſtom not on- 
ly miſunderſtood and confounded the whole tenour of the 
ee relations in regard to the Jctoiſh conduct; but has 
likewiſe in another place appealed to two texts in behalf of 
his cauſe, which overturn from their foundations all that He 
has yet advanced about this point or any other. The reproof 
that is there given to Chorazin and Bethſaida for not making a 


| =" uſe of thoſe Miracles which would have made even 


Tyre and Sidon repent, being an obſervation of the ſame im- 


port with this of St. Paul, and which T did not join to it be- 


fore, only becauſe it was unneceſlary. 
But I can but juſt hint at theſe things here; for if I was 
to expoſe at large, or even reckon up all the errors that this 


little treatiſe of only thirty pages contains, it would reall 


be a greater labour than I ever intended to undertaks on this 


account. 
D2 


) 


6 tenſions to Miracle in the fulleſt ſenſe I can 


* wiſh, and that no real wonder was ever wrought, 
99 oracle delivered by any of the numerous 
i pretenders to either, what is the proper infe- 
* rence? that therefore the Heathens could not 


e but have a low opinion of Miracles? that i in- 


&* deed would be to my purpoſe, but nothing can 
ebe leſs ſupported, p. 23. — Proceeding from 
hence to magic, to which He grants many ſu- 
pernatural appearances were imputed, He ob- 


ſerves, but then to infer from hence, as the 


„ inquirer would have us, that therefore the 
* Heaihens under the perſuaſion of theſe princi- 
* ples, muſt neceſſarily entertain a very low opi- 
nion of all Miracles is ſure concluding too faſt, 
p. 24. Laſtly in ſpeaking of that numerous 
train of Miracles flowing from a belief of the 
multiplicity of Gods, which muſt encreaſe the 
cauſe of neglect ariling from Magic, He ſays 
For beſide the inherent weakgeſs of bad Ns 


* in this argument, in concluding from a cauſe 


te of poſſible efficiency to a certain effect, it has 
te the misfortune in common with his other rea- 


*© ſonings on this ſubject to be venfutcd by plain | 


* matter of fact.“ —p. 27, 
What future misfortune my reaſonings on this 


ſabje& may meet with J cannot poſitively de- 


Clare, but at preſent they feel none; nor have I 


produced all theſe paſſages. from my adverſary be- 
cauſe I was either convinced of their force, or 


had any intention to confute them; but to, ſhew 


that they derive all their little flrength from the 


unfair practiſe of diſuniting my plan, and the oor 


pr Wann * 1 imputed my Ne to one 


evi- 


(629). 
evidence or one cuſtom of the Heathens ſeparate. 
ly, and not to all together, 

A parallel inſtance being all that is here requir- 
ed, and being like to prove a refreſhment to the 
candid Wee already perhaps tired with ſuch 
a controverſy, I will bring it from a celebrated 
event in our own records. | 
As there were a great many circumſtances 
excluſive of the poſitive evidence that ſeemed to 
bear hard upon the innocence of a celebrated per 
fon in the laſt reign, when He appeared upon 
his trial; his council endeavoured to break 25 
force by conſidering them in the manner which. 
we have juſt now ſeen, and in reply to them it 
was very juſtly obſerved as follows : 

They next object to the unreaſonableneſs of 
« applying the circumſtances which relate to 
6 'Y ones and Nington, to the Priſoner at the bar. 

Was nobody elſe beſides the priſoner out of 
* town? was He the only man that had the 

* gout? was He the only man that loſt His wife 
* at that time? 

** Were theſe queſtions to be aſked nen they 
ce mi ght be — dry that there were other per- 
Fe ſons in the like circumſtances. But then the 
** anſwer would be nothing to the purpoſe. 
The only queſtion applicable to the preſent 
| ©. caſe would be, Is there no other perſon who. 
% was in town on the ſeventh of May, out of 
«© town on the tenth and fourteenth, in town 
<* on the fifteenth, whoſe wife died the week 
“ before ths thirticth of April, He himſelf being 
66 then W of the gout; to Views a dog oy” ſent © 

from 


< Stats Trial, v. 6, p. 455. 


(30) 

% from France, by the name of Harlequin, that 
* broke its leg, and that was brought to Mrs. 
* Barnes by Mr. Kelly, in order to be cured ? 
Theſe are circumſtances of Jones and Wllington, 
* and they are every one proved true of the. pri- 
e ſoner at the bar, and I believe your Lordſhips 
*© can oy, think 1 are ſo of „ other 
by * perſon.” 

I need not aber the i i enndus Writer to 3 
any application of theſe two ſorts of reaſoning 
to the queſtion between himſelf. and me; I dare 


fay he knew how to do. it before He ke I .. ne 


| ſhall only remind him farther of the end which 
this trial had, and the opinion which the world 
has fince entertained of the defence there made 
uſe of; and if He chooſes to apply theſe likewiſe. , 
to his preſent undertaking, I imagine He will have 
a better chance of being in the right, than 221 

1 fallen to his ſhare. . 


Having juſt given theſe ſpecimens of our Au- 
thor's art and fimplicity, one of his peryerſencls, 
ſhall cloſe the ſcene. Having firſt quoted the pal- 
fage from Mr. Addiſon, which is here placed in 
the margin, He obſerves thus: We. ſee here 
e the ground-work of our Author's perform- 

s ance, and have determined to our hands with 
8 n accuracy, how far his general poſition is 

= true, 
260 We may obſerve that the . practice of Magie in 


ec thoſe times with the many pretended prodigies, divinations, © 


<< apparitions, and local Miracles among the Heathens, made 
tc them leſs attentive to ſuch news from Judea, till they had 
ec time to conſider the nature, occaſion and end of our Saviour's 
« Miracles, and were awakened by many ſurpriſing events 
ce to allow them any conlideration 7 at all. 


* 


. 

* true, and to what extent the particular circum- 
& ſtances and ſituation of the Heathens, would 

* in reality affect their opinion of Miracles. 
So then it ſeems, Mr. Add:/on could ſettle 
with great accuracy in a ſentence, what I could 
not do in a volume; and this too when he was 
writing on one ſubject, and I on another; when 
He was accounting for the filence of the Hea- 
thens in regard to Chriſtianity, I for their flow 
_ converſion to his doctrine; when he had only 
| hinted for the proof of his point, what I had 
drawn out at large for the proof of mine: nay 
when He had joined together, what there was a 

neceſſity to ſeparate, and had entirely omited what 
ought chiefly to be regarded. 1 9 a 
But this it is with ſome people to have the re- 
putation of a fine writer; and this happineſs I 


was ſo ſenſible of myſelf, that I choſe not to ex- - 


poſe ſome errors of Mr. Addiſon, which I knew 
his character would ſanctify; for the ſame rea- 
ſon I muſt continue the fame conduct ſtill, and 
taking the advantage of the fortunate agreement 
of this Gentleman and myſelf in many particu- 

lars, or, if my adverſary pleaſes, imputing to my- 
ſelf the merits of this fine writer's intimations 
whom I never thought it worth while to conſult 
during the courſe of my work, I muſt defire all 
ſuch admirers of him, to ſhew me the ſame fa- 


vour, where I am ſo happy as to be joined with : : 


him, and to make all neceſſary allowances to the 
| other conſiderations in which I go beyond him. 

If this be but granted (and there is no reaſon 
that it ſhould not) I do not apprehend that I have 


* Remarks &c. p. 30. 


any 


( „ 
any thing more to atk; and I cannot ſee that there 
will be any farther ground of diſpute either with 
my preſent Antagoniſt, or any other. 

I am aware indeed it will be obſerved here, 
that it is a little odd to talk of a farther difpute 
with a perſon, with whom there has not yet ap- 
peared to be any ; and that I have not here been 
ſo much employed in combating his arguments, 
as in thewing how abſolutely utifit He is on this 
ſubject to argue at all: this I own was thy ptin- 

cipal py and I flatter myſelf that I have 
made it good: when therefore this writer mo- 
deſtly aſſures me in relation to the teſtimony 1 
had brought from the Scriptures, that tis ever 


the laſt expedient of a pp cauſe iwhen forſaken 


of all human help, and fearing the juſt vengeance 
of indignant reaſon, to ferrve 70 225 227 by 

| laying bold on the altar; p. 18. reply to 
it with equal modeſty and ona watt] # that when 
any one dreads the-vengeance nag fuc f reaſons as 
his, the caſe is beyond deſcription deſperate, and 
it is time to fly to the altars indeed. 

But fuch reaſons deſerve ſuch am anſwer, which 
is all that my examiner will have, except where 
ſome obſervations in common to hir with other 
men may be made uſe of in the courſe of a fu- 
ture work, to explain things more fully than T have 
done hitherto, which is a debt owing to truth, 
and not to him.——This does not however hinder 
me from aſſuring him that I do not intend by this 
to ſhuffle off the diſpute, and that I have no ob- 
jection to the ſearching of this matter to the bot- 
tom, but the liglit and trifling manner in which we 
have juſt now ſeen it handled: 2 therefore the 


in- 


NF 
ingenious Writer will reſolve firſt to read my work 
with attention—then to conſider it with imparti- 
ality ;— then to confute my reaſons and autho- 
rities ingenuouſly, where He can; or to oppoſe to 
them others of a contrary nature, where He can- 
not ;— and laſtly to come forth into public view 
that by this means we may be upon the level, and 
that I may treat him with that propriety which 
his character or ſtation may deſerve; I promiſe 
not to be wanting to him in all ſuitable returns 
of that Chriſtian ſpirit of lenity and forbearance, 
which ought always to attend on every proper 
examination and fair enquiry. : 


THE END. 


— & 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


HE following A were drawn up within a 
few Weeks after the Publication of Mr, 


Wen" s Book; but without any Intention of printing 


them at that Time, when it was concetv'd not unlikely, 
that ſome more elaborate Anſwer might come out. But 
nothing of that Kind appearing, and it being now no 
longer probable, that there is in Fact any ſuch Deſign, 
the Author has been induced to review his Papers, and 
to give them, with ſome ſmall Additions and Alterati- 
ond, to the Public. How far that Public will eſteem 
itſelf obliged to him for having ſuppreſs*d them thus long, 
he preſumes not to ſay ; but believes himſelf well in- 
titled to the Thanks of the learned Inquirer ; as baving 
{till this Merit, that be is the FIRST, who bas 
paid his Reſpedts to bim. 


